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In these ever changing times I find it interesting to read the variety of “reasons” given to parents
in considering a Christian School education. The fact that Christian schools have weekly chapels,
memorize Scripture, study the Bible, or that our schools are safe places for kids, or that there is a
positive learning atmosphere, those things are all important, but they are not the essence of a
Christian school education. They are good, things, but they do not fully represent in my opinion
what a Christian school education is really about.
The first and most important thing that you’re going to find in a Christian school is an education
that is presented from an eternal perspective, meaning, students are taught about the reality
that there is a God, and His will for each young person is to know him personally as Savior and
then, to begin learning how they can become totally devoted disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
It’s an education about having children understand the need for a personal relationship with the
Creator of the Universe, and how that Creator can profoundly impact and interact with their lives
right here, right now as well as for the rest of their lives. It’s not just about the sweet bye and
bye or punching a ticket for heaven, but it’s coming to a deep awareness and a knowledge that a
student’s life can make a difference right here, right now and that they are being equipped to
impact God’s kingdom and ultimately, to influence the world in which they live. It’s not about
students learning to adjust or adapt to the culture, but rather having students learn how they can
change the culture and ultimately the world wherever they go. It is not about getting an
education that prepares students to get into the best college, to get the best job, to make lots of
money, so they can buy “stuff” and be happy. Getting a good education is important, don’t get
me wrong, but if that is the end goal and the only goal, and our children are not equipped or
prepared to live lives of meaning and service, to live lives that make a difference in the lives of
others, then we have failed in our mission to truly educate them. James Braley, noted Christian
educator said it best, “It’s changed lives, changing lives!” It’s the impact of a teacher’s changed
life, changing the individual lives of his or her students. And those students going out and doing
the same.
Christian parents, isn’t that what you really want for your son or daughter? To have them grow
in relationship with their Creator and live a life of purpose and meaning, having them being able
to discern and discover God’s will for their lives and to have access to His blessings, goodness
and favor, and not just simply “grab the gusto?” That’s what students will receive at a Christian
school, an education that is from an eternal perspective based on a personal relationship with
God that will be lived out in some kind of service to the kingdom of God and to others. It is an
education not only of the mind, but of the heart as well, to love God, and to love and serve
others.
An education for an eternity! The ultimate reason to consider a Christian school education!

